Proinflammatory cytokines in cardiac myxomas.
Serum levels of various cytokines were measured in three patients with cardiac myxomas presenting with and without constitutional symptoms, immunological features and elevated plasma levels of interleukin-6. Interleukin-6 but not other cytokines (interleukin-1, tumour necrosis factor-alpha, interferon-gamma) relate to immunological features of the patients. Circulating levels of atrial natriuretic peptide correspond to haemodynamic changes but not to the tumour-bearing state itself.